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IF THE PERSON THIS IS ADDRESSED TO HAS MOVED ON OR NO LONGER WISHES TO RE-

CEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER, PLEASE RING THE OFFICE ON 

 023 92832926.   
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Hello to all, 
 
We are still here thanks to all of the support we received from families 
who use our service, we were overwhelmed by the support we received, all the 
e:mails and messages sent to Cllr John Ireland persuaded him that we were of value 
to the city. He was a strong advocate for our case and found extra funding so that we 
could continue to provide toy libraries for all and line manage our outreach project to 
vulnerable families for another year.   
We would also like to thank Cllr. Margaret Foster for her on going support  and 
advice. 
 
We  have received £58,000 from Portsmouth City Council from the Early Intervention 
Grant  which will enable us to run eight Toy Library sessions across the City for 
Childrenôs Centres and their targeted families and to open the Child Carers Toy 
Store for two days of the week. 
 
Thanks to Ed Brennan and Rachael Forrester from the Childrenôs Centres who have 
worked hard and at short notice to negotiate and prepare our new contract, we 
appreciate how accommodating they have been for us.  
 
Thanks to the dedication of our volunteers and the introduction of a £2 fee per family 
to pay for the rent of the halls, and a healthy snack,  we will also be able to run 7 Toy 
Libraries in the community that are open to all, including child minders, nannies, 
foster carers etc. See the back page for details of these groups. 
 
We have also received £4606 from the Transition Fund for the next 6 months,  to pay 
for an outreach worker working specifically within the Heart of Portsmouth to 
continue home visiting, support to access Toy Libraries, to support families that were 
attending groups that have been closed due to the cuts to attend a different Toy 
Library session. This would also allow a smooth transition for  families getting to 
know  Karen & Jacqui who will now be delivering the  Toy Library service. 
 
PATCH have also given us £500 to supply a toy library each month in the Hostels in 
their area. We will be visiting St Paulôs and Catherine Booth Hostels providing a stay 
and play session and toy loan each month.  
 
Many Thanks also to PUEF who have wound up their service and given the residue 
of their funding to us a per their constitution. This will help us greatly in these tough 
times. 
 
We are half way through a grant from Lloyds TSB Foundation for England and Wales 
that employs our remaining outreach worker Stacey Barnard so she will be around 
until June 2012 to continue to support Hard to Reach & vulnerable families. 
 
We are actively seeking grants and fund raising in the community toy libraries 
starting with two fun days one at Eastney Toy Library on 7th June and the second at 
Anchorage Park  Toy Library on 7th July  see page 4 for more details. 
 

Office News  
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Toy Library Fun Dayôs 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small charge for all activities and refreshments to raise funds.  

 

If you have any good quality, clean teddies we can use for our  

tombola please let the office know (02392 832926) 

We also need cakes to sell on the day, so if you are able to supply 

some please bring them along on the morning of the event. 

Eastney Community 

Centre 

 

Bransbury Park 

 

Eastney 

 

Tuesday 7th June  

 

9.30ð11.30 am 

Anchorage Park 

Community Centre 

 

Sywell Crescent 

(behind Morrisonôs) 

 

Thursday 7th July 

 

9.30ð11.30 am 
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Toy Libraries within Community Centre Buildings  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Toy Libraries based 

within Community 

Centres are open to 

all parents, carers 

and childminders 

with children up to 

school age.  

The groups are run by our 

very enthusiastic and hard 

wo rk i n g  t eam  o f 

volunteers that enjoy 

providing a play session 

for you and your children 

to come along and join in 

the fun. 

We have seven sessions 

running across the City that 

receive no funding from 

Portsmouth City Council. We 

have implemented a £2 charge 

per family which will make the 

groups self sustaining, the 

money collected will pay the 

rent, refreshments and any 

surplus is used to purchase new 

toys and batteries. 
There is a full 

list of these 

groups on the 

back page of this 

newsletter. 

Toys can be 

borrowed to 

continue play at 

home 


